Christmas Lights Repairs 2026
Report by Deputy Town Clerk – 13th July 
SparkX, the decorative lighting contractor, have undertaken the testing for the light columns, the across street cables/eye bolts and our light stock.
Costs for repair have come in as follows:
Replacement of tree lights for 1 x tree at Hopeville Avenue and 5 x trees in Pierremont (strip out, lights, redress) = £2820 + VAT (£470 each + VAT)
Replacement of 1 x eyebolt for the across street cables = £400 + VAT
Repairs to Lamp Columns 17 x replacement of TOFCO (weatherproof electrical enclosures) festive isolator to include timer £6120 + VAT inclusive of 20% discount if booked prior to 1st August (£7650 without - £450 each).
Repairs to Lamp Columns feeder unit 1 x replacement residual current circuit breaker with overcurrent protection £160 + VAT inclusive of 20% discount if booked prior to 1st August (£200 without)
The lamp column repairs are to enable the spheres to be illuminated in Broadstairs High Street.
The total, if booked prior to 1st August will be £9,500 + VAT
The total budget for decorative lighting including the Christmas tree this year is £25,000.  The contract price is £14,650 and the estimated Christmas tree cost is £2000 + VAT.  Repairs and call outs once the lighting period is underway are added on as required. We will therefore, at this stage the budget will be overspent by £1150.
Decision required to approve the repairs costs as stated above.  This will allow for the same decorative lighting as 2025.
The across street cables/eyebolts cannot hold the large motifs any longer, so our tender cost is inclusive of icicles for all the across street decorations.  Enquiries have been made about other decorative lighting that would be light enough, but unfortunately, without the replacement of all eyebolts to eyebolts that will hold the weight, the icicles are the only decorations which are light enough.
We have had an estimated cost of £9,400 + VAT to replace the eyebolt plates and for hire/install and removal of the cables for 2 years, however, we are already aware that the eyebolts to the cables located at the Bradstow Mill/Evolve Salon would not be able to be replaced due to the age of the building and the brickwork not being stable enough to hold new eyebolts.  This will probably be the case for the rest of the High Street. If this is to go ahead, orders need to be placed by mid-July for guaranteed delivery.
Officer’s recommendation is to continue as last year with icicles for the across street decoration, as we cannot guarantee that the eyebolts will not fail due to the age of the brickwork they are drilled into.
