Heritage Week
The theme was architecture. 
87 visitors over the week. 
Terrence Painter Estate agents took photos of the basement for a virtual tour.
Historic photos and documents were on display. 
Leaflet was created 



Decision needed: Do we want to hold this again next year, under the clear instruction that visitors cannot explore the building – more of a ‘history of’. 

Firework Night
TBC
Decision needed: Firework Night 2026 £7500 budget. To run the same? 

Christmas Market
39 stalls booked. 
3 food options
Music throughout the day on the portico and stage including the winner of the Under 18 Battle of the Bands event. School Choir – Dane 
Maque Theatre School and Wantsum Women Morris Dancing
Christmas Carol singing at 4:30pm led by Inspiration Creative.
Free meet and greet with Santa. 
Will be selling mulled wine and mince pies. 

Bandstand 2026
All dates have been booked for 2026 on a first come first serve basis.
All bands were given notice 2 weeks prior. 40 responses were received with an hour of date email being sent out. 
48 bookings arranged. (51 bookings for 2025)
As well as an Open Mic session on the 24th of July 1pm-4pm at no extra cost. 
Decision needed: We are currently not booking dates when other events are being held e.g. Food Festival, Folk week and Dickens festival. Do you want to provide entertainment on the 23rd, 24th and 25th during the Spring Fayre hosted by XXXX. There is currently £1000 left of the budget for 2026

2026
Decision needed:
Feedback and to planned again? To be run the same next year (minor tweaks and improvements to be worked on as a staff) 
Community Festival (same date?) £3,000 budget
Battle of the Bands - £500 budget
Punch and Judy 
Summer Theatre £5000 +marketing budget
Christmas Market £5000 budget
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Pierremont hall in 2025

Following a refurbishment, Pierremont Hall opened in January 2020,
welcoming all public and private events.

Whether you are looking for a venue for a family celebration or luxury
wedding, or something more formal like a meeting or conference, Pierremont
Hall is the perfect place for any occasion. Throughout Pierremont Hall’s
history weddings were not permitted, but now has the option of two
different ceremony rooms, perfect for intermittent gatherings or large

affairs.
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We also offer the use of our outdoor facilities which adjoin the public

gardens surrounding the building. The gardens have helped the town win
no less than four South East in Bloom trophies, and contain some
interesting specimen plants and trees. There is a children’s playground and
a picnic area within the delightful grounds in the centre of the town.

At the rear of the Council Chamber Hall are charming gardens, recently
redesigned with new planting, a pergola and improved seating, providing
perfect photo opportunities to capture those memorable moments.





Built in 1785 as a private residence, Pierremont Hall has been
home to many and is now open to the community for public
and private events.

The building is Grade Il Listed, located in the heart of town.
This newly renovated building is a beacon of history,
showcasing the town’s historical character. The Hall was built
in 1785 for Thomas Forsyth and designed by Samuel Pepys
Cockerell. The Duchess of Kent and a young Princess Victoria
holidayed at Pierremont from 1826 to 1836. It knew various
owners until its sale in 1896 to Leonard Posnett who used it as
a school. Most of the original 30 acres of land were developed
as housing and the building and remaining park were sold to
the Urban District Council in 1927.





WAR

Pierremont Hall holds many secret gems of the town’s history.
Beneath the grounds of the Hall lays an air raid shelter,
designed to hold 150 people who would have accessed the
shelters through tunnels all around Broadstairs town,
sheltering council employees and the community during raids.

The shelters are sealed and closed to the public.
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2 A FORGOTTEN ROYAL RESIDENCE.
PIERREMONT PARK, BROADSTAIRS.

i i ir uiot senside resort,
The growing ularity of Brondstnirs ns n qu i
(‘nlwcil‘\!“l' nui!nl{’I‘:-anr relnxation nnd rest for minds worn-out by
Jil.lcr.uy work, has within the past few years had the effeet of incrensing

PIERREMONT PARK : THE GARDEX FRONT.

its popilation to an extent which is quite alarming to those familiar with

the chariming scelusion and peacefulness once so characteristic of the
lace. Perhaps one of the most unfortunate results of this expansion has
en the eutting-up of Pierremont Purk, onc of the most picturesque and

beautifully, wooded estates in the Isle of Thanet. 4

Pierromont Park is an important landmark in the history of the place,
and belongs to that period which divides the two strongly marked epochs
in the history of Brondstairs. ‘I'liis period roughly coincides with the
end of the eighteenth century, and perhaps the first thirty years of
the nineteenth, Up to about the year 1800, Broadstairs was a village
whose importance was derived almost entirely from n rather extensive
ﬁ:rticipnunn in the cod-fishing industry of Iceland. The livers uf this

h were stored in barrels and brought bither that the oil might be
extracted from them, and the harbour, at that time deep enough to admit
ships, afforded n convenient anchorage for the purpose. When this
trade declined, shipbuilding and local fishery to some extent took its
place and afforded the inhabitants a means of subsistence.

There are two rather interesting memorials still surviving of this

rt of the story. First, there are certain architectural fragments built
into 0 Dissenting Chapel wall which once formed part of the mediwyal
Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, or * Our Lady of Bradstow.” In this
ehapel was an image held in such high veneration that ships, ns they
sailed by this place, used to lower their top-sails to salute it.

York Gate, the nrrrow flint-and-stone entrance Dby which one
approaches the harbour, is another memorial of the earlier cpoch of the
history of the place.
It is, in fact, the cause
of the place receiving
its present name. The
gateway, built by
George Culmer in
1540, and repaired by
Sir John Henniker in
1705, was formerly
defended by a port-
cullis, the grooves of
which can still be seen.
Its object was to pre-
vent the inroads of the
crews of privateers
that formerly infested
these shores.

The second epoch
in the history of Broad-
stairs begins with the
time when Dickens and
other literary charae-
ters, attracted by the
retirement of the
place, took up theirtem-
porary or permanent
abode here.

THE MUSIC-ROOM. Pierremont  Park

belongs especially to

the early part of the present century. The house, a square, white-
painted, commodious structure, presents no feature of special interest,
Almost the only ornamental part consists of the portico of classic columns
on the east front of the house. But the grounds by which it is surrounded
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. it stands constituted, until the reeent

ng estates in the neighbourhood. :
The most important event in the history of tl'xlo hm;lllfih]““illu:ﬂz
residence here of her Majesty the Queen “'l"-‘"_fl“‘]c nlnm ki i
Princess Victorin, nccnmpnme(! by her mulh:ll.'llm gl iangsad
of Kent, often stayed. I'he musi ronn.\—;lclqclm_ rom Hter 'wnn
shown in the accompanying illnslrnt!nn-ml] remains, SRers & ““;
necording to loeal tradition, v!.lmt_lhc little ch:w {nccl:nlc-rin o
infant Princess and her ||\|1I-1r-||||nlr:-ani£=::‘*‘ll| :hl: ]r;;::,:: A
iwht correction, shut up an : s 1
:;::::']:-5 zllll'l"ll'llllﬂ Jesson. 'The musie-room 18 surr;»undmlfl)y ‘:.llt:r‘n:‘:nﬁ:l
troes, and s delightfully situated for the purpose for

was built. :® o ialaas
i -ee years ago that the Pierremont Park Iatate 3
It is now about three ycars ago e Py pS P

ildi i ie-room
ent-up for building. I'he house, dth:! r:ulslzgl:.d"“ S s boy?-,

arden are left intaot, being now used .9ohe v bo

rifml known ns l’ierrl'l‘nont L'ollcgei 1 I:le rest of II:L'H( ’l‘mit]‘t’]:::::;(l‘:‘;\:
i w roads,and numerous well-bu

more or less traversed by new roadsy bugehs

¢ "ori - the benutifully shady walks have
been erected. Fortunately th y ALl hdpallaty

d only so many trees as were nctunll in the wa
:}‘Illm i’:h,nbitnnu Elf Broadstairs are to i;c cunm-nl.n%ulud on the faet that
so much of this benutiful old estate hns been preserved.

and the eminence on which
alterations, one of the most cha

« WHERE WILD BIRDS BING.”

«YWhat the Gardener Hears” would be an al terpative titleto M r.“:hmng:a
“ Where Wild Birds Sing.” if all gardeners ‘])ll'snl'sll.'ll Mr. Whiting’s
receptive ear. There is nothing very new in his little book, but it is well
worth reading, not only as the fruit of observation at ﬁml—lmnd. but ns the
writing of a man with a vein of genuine poetry in I.un nnture, which has
developed under the influence of his pursuits. Beginning his career ns &
farmer’s hind, the intelligence which fensted on bird-life raised him in time
10 become foreman gardener to Sir larry Verney, and, later, to establish

PIERREMONT PARK: THE MAIN ENTRANCE.

himself .as an independent landscape-gardener. There is much in the
book that recalls the earlier writings of the house-painter naturalist
known ns “The Son of the Marshes.”” Tach writer betrnys the same
enthusiastic love of wild life, each las studied Nature untrammelled by
book, and each possesses the eye and ear keen to note.  Tn one respect
Mr. Whiting has excelled any observer with whose writings I am
acquainted. Everyone who has listened with ordinaryattention tothe songs
of birds will congratulate this author on the singular skill with which he
has reproduced the more familinr notes. Take his imitative thrush-song,
on page 92, for example. It would be impossible to mistake it for that of
any bird but the thrush ; you can hear the bird’s evensong as you read.
1t is in a small way a triumph, for many have attempted to do the
same thing with but indifferent success. - I had not thought it pessible to
write the unwriteable so cleverly.

Mr. Whiting challenges question occasionally. Does the nightjar
ever construct what the utmost stretch of indulgence ean call anest ? Is
there any special elasticity in the bill of the cuckoo to enable her to lift
into the chosen nest the egg she has laid on the ground ? And can
sparrows be called “ always cowards when fighting "’ ? Only a few days
ngo two sparrows fell in my garden locked in so deadly an embrace that
as they fluttered the watchiful eat sprang and caught one, and so full of
fight was the other that, for an appreciable fraction of a second, it
continued to peck and claw its unfortunate enemy in the eat's clutches
':[t was good c‘"llll‘,‘ll(‘(‘ o.f singleness of idea on the sparrow’s part ; l.he-
idea was fighting, and it fought so jutently that it -did not see the cat
The faults of the sparrow are many, and, though sonnd and fury more
than wounds distinguish his many battles, let us in justice not write hi
o coward, for such' he emphati i 6 o

{ 1 e emphatically is not. These, however, are but
trifles which do  nothing to impair the very genuine i ftore
observations “ at first-hand,” : g = sz o





The Forsyths

Pierremont Hall was built for Thomas Forsyth in 1792 by the
architect Samuel Pepys Cockerell (1753-1827) who was descended
from the diarist Samuel Pepys. Forsyth had probably aquired the
land, extending to York Street and The Vale, from the farming family
Goodson. By 196 (Hall’s New Guide) he had erected a spacious range
of stables and by 1809 “extensive shrubbery, gardens and hothouses,

of a beauty scarcely to be exceeded.”

Thomas Forsyth, widower, married Jane Martin, spinster, at St
Marylebone Church on 9th July 1801. He was probably born in 1747,
the son of Jophn Forsyth, merchant of the Honourable East India
Company, and probably followed his father into the company. When
he died, in about 1810, Jane moved to The Maisonette, now known as
Castle Gay, and there laid down beautiful gardens. She retained the
house at No. 4 Upper Wimpole Street in London that she and
Thomas had shared.

Jane died in Broadstairs on 16th November 1835 and her will at the
Public Record Office reveals that she emulated Thomas in
bequesthing £105 to the poor of St Peters, and she also bequesathed
£210 to the bathing infirmary at Margate. It seems that Thomas and
Jane had no progeny, but Jane’s many nephews and nieces benefited
from her substantial estate, as did her sister Kitty Martin. However,
her large Canaletto View of Venice, valued at £30.10.0d, went to her
friend Charlotte Burton





The Paylers

Thomas Watkinson Payler acquired Pierremont Hall from Jane
Forsyth in about 1810, and by 1816 the Payler family also owned
Chandos Lodge, “an elegant mansion at the end of a good row of

houses called Chandos Place.” (Hall’s new guide)

Thomas Watkinson Payler was christened Thomas Watkinson Turner
at St. Giles Church at Kingston near Canterbury on 29th July 1748.
Soon after his birth his father changed the family name to Payler.
The family seat was at [leden, adjoining Barham Downs with which
“it communicates by a lodge entrance.” (Greenwood 1831) Hasted
(1799) writes that it came into the family in about 1690.

Thomas married Charlotte Hammond, a descendant of the Earl of
Bridgewater, at Patrixbourne in 1771, and they had seven sons and
two daughters, most of whom were christened at Kingston St Giles
Church, and where Thomas, who died in 1816, and Charlotte who
died in 1798 at the age of 50, are interred in the family vault. There
is, within this beautiful church, a moving epitaph to Charlotte.
Thomas married, secondly, Elizabeth Winn, and she too pre-deceased
him, dying at lleden in 1810 at the age of 50.

It is not known whether Thomas Watkinson Payler contributed to the
development of Pierremont but hopefully his progeny ensured that he

was not lonely there.





The Fletchers

Edward Fletcher acquired Pierremont House in about 1817. He was
born in 1763 and proceeded from writer to Commercial Resident at
Santipore to Senior Merchant with the Honourable East India
Company when he married in Calcutta Fort William on 6th January
1798. His bride, Dorothea Blunt, eighth daughter to Sir Charles
Blunt, Postmaster General of India, would bear him four sons and
five daughters, most of whom were christened at St Marylebone, St
Georges Hanover Square, or St Marys, Putney.

Edward returned to England in 1801. His position and great wealth
was consistent with his being kin to Sir Henry Fletcher M.P. (1727-
1807), a director of the Honourable East India Company in London
from 1769 to 1787. Edward’s main London home was at 125

Grosvenor Square.

The Princess Victoria stayed at Pierremont with her mother, the
Duchess if Kent, in 1829, and of the Fletcher children, James and
Louisa were of an age with the princess. On the 2nd April, the
Royal Party was received by the inhabitants. In the evening the
village was partly illuminated, the Marine Library, Assembly Rooms
and Post Office being particularly noticeable (Kentish Gazette). The

1841 census shows 11 servants living-in at Pierremont.

Edwards developed Pierremont into a magnificent estate
(Picturesque Pocket Companion (G.W. Boner 1831). He died there
in 1846 when the estate was sold out of the family. Dorothea died

on 9th January 1848 aged 69 at their Grosvenor Square home.





Queen Victoria
Pierremont Park was the garden of Pierremont Hall.
Between 1826 and 1836 the widowed Duchess of Kent
and her young daughter Princess Victoria holidayed at
Pierremont Hall, for three months each year.The
house belonged to Edward Fletcher. He rented it to the
Duchess for 25 guineas per week. Whilst on this
seaside holiday, the young Princess met the infamous
local smuggler Joss Snelling (who was named after
Joss Bay and fined £100 for smuggling at the age of
891!)

When Victoria went on to Broadstairs beach she had
her own white Donkey, Dicky, a present from the
Duke of York. She enjoyed a stroll along the clifftop
too, so that's more than likely why we've got Victoria
Parade and Victoria Gardens. On the same theme, the
Prince Albert pub is probably named after her
husband and King Edward Avenue is named after her
son, Edward VII, who succeeded her as monarch
At Pierremont, Princess Victoria had piano lessons in
the music room which is detached from the main
house. It's the building on the right as you walk
towards the park from the roundabout in the grounds.





The Princess Sophia
Matilda (1773-1844), a
grandchild of Frederick

Lewis Prince of Wales,
in the year 1806 when
she was granted the
Royal Arms. She stayed

annually at Pierremont

for many years.

Portrait by George Dance of
Samuel Pepys Cockerell,
architect of Pierremont Hall.

(Copyright British Museum)






The Building

Formerly the offices of Broadstairs and St Peter's
iJ+r, Architect Samuel Pepys Cockerell. 1792. 1t
consists of a main portion of 3 storeys and
basement and 5 windows and 2 wings of 2 storeys
each, the North wing having one and the South
wing 4 windows. Stuccoed. Cornice and parapet
with blank panel. Glazing bars intact.
Stringcourses above ground and 1st floors. Centre
porch with 3 steps. Area railings. The right wing
has 2 doorcases, one of which is round-headed.
The garden elevation has a portico of 4 pairs of

coupled lonic columns up 5 steps.





First World War memorial, 1923, with later additions

Reasons for Designation
Broadstairs War Memorial, which stands on the High Street, is
listed at Grade II for the following principal reasons: * Historic
interest: as an eloquent witness to the tragic impact of world
events on this local community, and the sacrifice it has made

in the conflicts of the C20; * Sculptural interest: a bronze
plaque by EM Courtenay Pollock RBA RBS; * Group value:
with Pierremont Hall (Grade II).

History
Broadstairs War Memorial was unveiled on 1 January 1923
and dedicated by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, Canon 1.J
White-Thomson, to commemorate some 159 local servicemen
who died during the First World War. Following the Second
World War further inscriptions were added for the 65 fallen of
that conflict. The memorial was refurbished in 1963 and in

2002 the inscription on the front face was renewed.

The bronze plaque on the memorial is by EM Courtenay
Pollock RBA RBS (1877-1943). Pollock was born in
Edgbaston and studied at Birmingham School of Art. He
exhibited widely and was known for his sculptural portraiture.

His war memorial work includes the bronze figures of Victory

at Newton Abbott and Ilfracombe (both Grade Il-listed).










The Music Room
1785:Pierremont Hall was built, and the Music Room was

constructed as a separate building on its grounds.

1826-1836: The Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria (later

Queen Victoria) stayed at Pierremont Hall, and the Music

Room was used for Princess Victoria's piano lessons.

1896: The hall and its grounds were sold, and the Music
Room was part of the property, to Leonard Posnett and used

as a school.

1927: The hall and remaining parkland were sold to the
Urban District Council.

2019: Broadstairs & St. Peter's Town Council took over
Pierremont Hall and refurbished it, including the Music

Room, which is now a wedding and events venue.

2020: Pierremont Hall reopened after a refurbishment,

welcoming events.

Present: The Music Room is a popular venue for intimate
catherings, community groups, and small events,
accommodating up to 12 guests, according to the Broadstairs
& St. Peter's Town Council.
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