Heritage Week
The theme was architecture. 
87 visitors over the week. 
Terrence Painter Estate agents took photos of the basement for a virtual tour.
Historic photos and documents were on display. 
Leaflet was created 



Decision needed: Do we want to hold this again next year, under the clear instruction that visitors cannot explore the building – more of a ‘history of’. 

Firework Night
TBC
Decision needed: Firework Night 2026 £7500 budget. To run the same? 

Christmas Market
39 stalls booked. 
3 food options
Music throughout the day on the portico and stage including the winner of the Under 18 Battle of the Bands event. School Choir – Dane 
Maque Theatre School and Wantsum Women Morris Dancing
Christmas Carol singing at 4:30pm led by Inspiration Creative.
Free meet and greet with Santa. 
Will be selling mulled wine and mince pies. 

Bandstand 2026
All dates have been booked for 2026 on a first come first serve basis.
All bands were given notice 2 weeks prior. 40 responses were received with an hour of date email being sent out. 
48 bookings arranged. (51 bookings for 2025)
As well as an Open Mic session on the 24th of July 1pm-4pm at no extra cost. 
Decision needed: We are currently not booking dates when other events are being held e.g. Food Festival, Folk week and Dickens festival. Do you want to provide entertainment on the 23rd, 24th and 25th during the Spring Fayre hosted by XXXX. There is currently £1000 left of the budget for 2026

2026
Decision needed:
Feedback and to planned again? To be run the same next year (minor tweaks and improvements to be worked on as a staff) 
Community Festival (same date?) £3,000 budget
Battle of the Bands - £500 budget
Punch and Judy 
Summer Theatre £5000 +marketing budget
Christmas Market £5000 budget
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Pierremont hall in 2025
Following a refurbishment, Pierremont Hall opened in January 2020,
welcoming all public and private events.
Whether you are looking for a venue for a family celebration or luxury
wedding, or something more formal like a meeting or conference, Pierremont
Hall is the perfect place for any occasion. Throughout Pierremont Hall’s
history weddings were not permitted, but now has the option of two
different ceremony rooms, perfect for intermittent gatherings or large
affairs.


We also offer the use of our outdoor facilities which adjoin the public
gardens surrounding the building. The gardens have helped the town win


no less than four South East in Bloom trophies, and contain some
interesting specimen plants and trees. There is a children’s playground and


a picnic area within the delightful grounds in the centre of the town.
At the rear of the Council Chamber Hall are charming gardens, recently
redesigned with new planting, a pergola and improved seating, providing


perfect photo opportunities to capture those memorable moments.







Built in 1785 as a private residence, Pierremont Hall has been
home to many and is now open to the community for public


and private events.
The building is Grade II Listed, located in the heart of town.


This newly renovated building is a beacon of history,
showcasing the town’s historical character. The Hall was built


in 1785 for Thomas Forsyth and designed by Samuel Pepys
Cockerell. The Duchess of Kent and a young Princess Victoria
holidayed at Pierremont from 1826 to 1836. It knew various


owners until its sale in 1896 to Leonard Posnett who used it as
a school. Most of the original 30 acres of land were developed
as housing and the building and remaining park were sold to


the Urban District Council in 1927.







WAR


Pierremont Hall holds many secret gems of the town’s history.
Beneath the grounds of the Hall lays an air raid shelter,


designed to hold 150 people who would have accessed the
shelters through tunnels all around Broadstairs town,


sheltering council employees and the community during raids.
The shelters are sealed and closed to the public.











The Forsyths
Pierremont Hall was built for Thomas Forsyth in 1792 by the


architect Samuel Pepys Cockerell (1753-1827) who was descended
from the diarist Samuel Pepys. Forsyth had probably aquired the


land, extending to York Street and The Vale, from the farming family
Goodson. By 196 (Hall’s New Guide) he had erected a spacious range
of stables and by 1809 “extensive shrubbery, gardens and hothouses,


of a beauty scarcely to be exceeded.”


Thomas Forsyth, widower, married Jane Martin, spinster, at St
Marylebone Church on 9th July 1801. He was probably born in 1747,


the son of Jophn Forsyth, merchant of the Honourable East India
Company, and probably followed his father into the company. When
he died, in about 1810, Jane moved to The Maisonette, now known as
Castle Gay, and there laid down beautiful gardens. She retained the


house at No. 4 Upper Wimpole Street in London that she and
Thomas had shared. 


Jane died in Broadstairs on 16th November 1835 and her will at the
Public Record Office reveals that she emulated Thomas in


bequesthing £105 to the poor of St Peters, and she also bequesathed
£210 to the bathing infirmary at Margate. It seems that Thomas and
Jane had no progeny, but Jane’s many nephews and nieces benefited
from her substantial estate, as did her sister Kitty Martin. However,


her large Canaletto View of Venice, valued at £30.10.0d, went to her
friend Charlotte Burton







Thomas Watkinson Payler acquired Pierremont Hall from Jane
Forsyth in about 1810, and by 1816 the Payler family also owned
Chandos Lodge, “an elegant mansion at the end of a good row of


houses called Chandos Place.” (Hall’s new guide)


Thomas Watkinson Payler was christened Thomas Watkinson Turner
at St. Giles Church at Kingston near Canterbury on 29th July 1748.
Soon after his birth his father changed the family name to Payler.


The family seat was at Ileden, adjoining Barham Downs with which
“it communicates by a lodge entrance.” (Greenwood 1831) Hasted


(1799) writes that it came into the family in about 1690.


Thomas married Charlotte Hammond, a descendant of the Earl of
Bridgewater, at Patrixbourne in 1771, and they had seven sons and
two daughters, most of whom were christened at Kingston St Giles
Church, and where Thomas, who died in 1816, and Charlotte who


died in 1798 at the age of 50, are interred in the family vault. There
is, within this beautiful church, a moving epitaph to Charlotte.


Thomas married, secondly, Elizabeth Winn, and she too pre-deceased
him, dying at Ileden in 1810 at the age of 50. 


It is not known whether Thomas Watkinson Payler contributed to the
development of Pierremont but hopefully his progeny ensured that he


was not lonely there.


The Paylers







The Fletchers
Edward Fletcher acquired Pierremont House in about 1817. He was
born in 1763 and proceeded from writer to Commercial Resident at


Santipore to Senior Merchant with the Honourable East India
Company when he married in Calcutta Fort William on 6th January


1798. His bride, Dorothea Blunt, eighth daughter to Sir Charles
Blunt, Postmaster General of India, would bear him four sons and
five daughters, most of whom were christened at St Marylebone, St


Georges Hanover Square, or St Marys, Putney. 
Edward returned to England in 1801. His position and great wealth
was consistent with his being kin to Sir Henry Fletcher M.P. (1727-
1807), a director of the Honourable East India Company in London


from 1769 to 1787. Edward’s main London home was at 125
Grosvenor Square.


The Princess Victoria stayed at Pierremont with her mother, the
Duchess if Kent, in 1829, and of the Fletcher children, James and


Louisa were of an age with the princess. On the 2nd April, the
Royal Party was received by the inhabitants. In the evening the


village was partly illuminated, the Marine Library, Assembly Rooms
and Post Office being particularly noticeable (Kentish Gazette). The


1841 census shows 11 servants living-in at Pierremont. 


Edwards developed Pierremont into a magnificent estate
(Picturesque Pocket Companion (G.W. Boner 1831). He died there
in 1846 when the estate was sold out of the family. Dorothea died
on 9th January 1848 aged 69 at their Grosvenor Square home. 







Queen Victoria
Pierremont Park was the garden of Pierremont Hall.


Between 1826 and 1836 the widowed Duchess of Kent
and her young daughter Princess Victoria holidayed at


Pierremont Hall, for three months each year.The
house belonged to Edward Fletcher. He rented it to the


Duchess for 25 guineas per week. Whilst on this
seaside holiday, the young Princess met the infamous
local smuggler Joss Snelling (who was named after
Joss Bay and fined £100 for smuggling at the age of


89!)
When Victoria went on to Broadstairs beach she had


her own white Donkey, Dicky, a present from the
Duke of York. She enjoyed a stroll along the clifftop
too, so that's more than likely why we've got Victoria
Parade and Victoria Gardens. On the same theme, the


Prince Albert pub is probably named after her
husband and King Edward Avenue is named after her


son, Edward VII, who succeeded her as monarch
At Pierremont, Princess Victoria had piano lessons in


the music room which is detached from the main
house. It's the building on the right as you walk


towards the park from the roundabout in the grounds.







The Princess Sophia
Matilda (1773-1844), a
grandchild of Frederick
Lewis Prince of Wales,
in the year 1806 when


she was granted the
Royal Arms. She stayed
annually at Pierremont


for many years. 


Portrait by George Dance of
Samuel Pepys Cockerell,


architect of Pierremont Hall.
(Copyright British Museum)







The Building 


Formerly the offices of Broadstairs and St Peter's
iJ+r, Architect Samuel Pepys Cockerell. 1792. It


consists of a main portion of 3 storeys and
basement and 5 windows and 2 wings of 2 storeys


each, the North wing having one and the South
wing 4 windows. Stuccoed. Cornice and parapet


with blank panel. Glazing bars intact.
Stringcourses above ground and 1st floors. Centre
porch with 3 steps. Area railings. The right wing
has 2 doorcases, one of which is round-headed.
The garden elevation has a portico of 4 pairs of


coupled Ionic columns up 5 steps.







First World War memorial, 1923, with later additions


Reasons for Designation
Broadstairs War Memorial, which stands on the High Street, is
listed at Grade II for the following principal reasons: * Historic
interest: as an eloquent witness to the tragic impact of world
events on this local community, and the sacrifice it has made


in the conflicts of the C20; * Sculptural interest: a bronze
plaque by EM Courtenay Pollock RBA RBS; * Group value:


with Pierremont Hall (Grade II).


History
Broadstairs War Memorial was unveiled on 1 January 1923
and dedicated by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, Canon LJ


White-Thomson, to commemorate some 159 local servicemen
who died during the First World War. Following the Second


World War further inscriptions were added for the 65 fallen of
that conflict. The memorial was refurbished in 1963 and in


2002 the inscription on the front face was renewed.


The bronze plaque on the memorial is by EM Courtenay
Pollock RBA RBS (1877-1943). Pollock was born in


Edgbaston and studied at Birmingham School of Art. He
exhibited widely and was known for his sculptural portraiture.
His war memorial work includes the bronze figures of Victory


at Newton Abbott and Ilfracombe (both Grade II-listed).











The Music Room
1785:Pierremont Hall was built, and the Music Room was


constructed as a separate building on its grounds. 


1826-1836: The Duchess of Kent and Princess Victoria (later
Queen Victoria) stayed at Pierremont Hall, and the Music


Room was used for Princess Victoria's piano lessons. 


1896: The hall and its grounds were sold, and the Music
Room was part of the property, to Leonard Posnett and used


as a school.
 


1927: The hall and remaining parkland were sold to the
Urban District Council. 


2019: Broadstairs & St. Peter's Town Council took over
Pierremont Hall and refurbished it, including the Music


Room, which is now a wedding and events venue.


2020: Pierremont Hall reopened after a refurbishment,
welcoming events. 


Present: The Music Room is a popular venue for intimate
gatherings, community groups, and small events,


accommodating up to 12 guests, according to the Broadstairs
& St. Peter's Town Council.
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