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Section 1
Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report
Introduction

This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the contents of the
Broadstairs & St. Peter’'s Neighbourhood Development Plan require a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC
and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

The purpose of the Broadstairs & St. Peter’s Neighbourhood Development Plan is to provide
planning policies to guide development in the designated Broadstairs & St. Peter’s
Neighbourhood Plan area.

The legislative background set out below outlines the regulations that require the need for
this screening exercise. A screening assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Neighbourhood Plan and the need for a full SEA has been undertaken.

Legislative Background

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal legislation
is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA
Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government
Publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM
2005).

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Local Authorities to produce
Sustainability Appraisals (SA) for all local development documents to meet the requirement
of the EU Directive on SEA. It is considered best practice to incorporate requirements of the
SEA Directive into an SA.

However, Neighbourhood Plans are not Local Development Documents and are not required
to be subject to sustainability appraisal by legislation (although it is advisable to carry out
some form of sustainability assessment). Neighbourhood Plans are produced under the
Localism Act 2011. The Localism Act requires neighbourhood plans to be compatible with
EU and Human Rights Legislation, therefore, depending on their content, neighbourhood
plans may trigger the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive and Habitats Directive
and unless they choose to complete a full SA plans will need to be screened for SEA
separately.



This section of the report focuses on screening for SEA and the criteria for establishing
whether a full assessment is needed.

Criteria for Assessing the Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan

Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred fo in Article 3(5) of Directive
2001/42/EC are set out below: -

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to

- The degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and
other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating resources,

- The degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and
programmes including those in a hierarchy,

- The relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,

- Environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,

- The relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community
legistation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-
management or water protection)

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to

- The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,
- The cumulative nature of the effects,
- The transboundary nature of the effects,
- The risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents),
- The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected),
- The value and vuinerability of the area likely to be affected due to:
¢ Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,
¢ Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,
¢ Intensive land-use,
» The effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national,
community or international protection status.

Source: Annex |l of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC




Assessment

The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a planning document to ascertain
whether a full SEA is required.

Figure 2- Application of the SEA Directive to plans and programmes
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The table below shows the assessment of whether the Neighbourhood Plan will require a full
SEA. The questions below are drawn from the diagram above which sets out how the SEA

Directive should be applied.

Table 1: SEA Screening Stage 1 — Application of the SEA Directive to the

Neighbourhood Plan

1.1s the plan or programme subject to
preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local authority OR
prepared by an authority for adoption
through a legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a))

Neighbourhood Plans may be prepared
under the provisions of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, as amended
by the Localism Act 2011. They are
drawn up by a qualifying body, which, in
the case of Broadstairs & St. Peter’s is
the Town Council. It is subject to
examination and referendum. If the Plan
receives 50% or more ‘yes’ votes at
referendum, it will be ‘made’ by the local
planning authority (Thanet District
Coungil).

2.1s the plan or programme required by
legislative, regulatory or administrative
provisions? (Art. 2(a))

The preparation of a Neighbourhood
Development Plan is optional. However,
once ‘made’, it will form part of the
statutory Development Plan for the area
and will be used in the determination of
planning applications. It is therefore
considered necessary to answer the
following questions to determine further if
a SEA is required.

3.Is the plan or programme prepared
for agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport, waste
management, water management,
telecommunications, tourism, town and
couniry planning or land use, AND
does it set a framework for future
development consent of projects in
Annexes | and Il to the EIA Directive?
(Article 3.2(a))

The Neighbourhood Plan has been
prepared for town and country planning
and land use and sets out a framework
for future development in Broadstairs &
St. Peter's. Once ‘made’, it would form
part of the statutory development plan,
and will be used when making decisions
on planning applications which could
include development which may fall under
Annex | and Il of the EIA Directive.

4.Will the plan or programme, in view
of its likely effects on sites, require an
assessment for future development
under Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats
Directive? (Article 3.2(b))

The Neighbourhood Plan could potentially
have impacts on sites covered by the
Habitats Directive. However, this requires
individual assessment of a Plan (see
Section 2).

5.Does the plan or programme
determine the use of small areas at
local OR is it a minor modification of a
PP subject to article 3.27 (Article 3.3)

The Neighbourhood Plan determines the
use of small sites at the local
(neighbourhood) level.

6.Does the plan or programme set the
framework for future development

A Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the
Development Plan and will be used in the




consent of projects (not just projects in
annexes to the ElA Directive)? Article
3.4)

assessment of planning applications. It
therefore sets the framework for future
developments at a local level.

7.1s the plan or programme’s sole

Not Applicable

purpose to serve the national defence
or civil emergency, OR is it a financial
or budget PP, OR is it co-financed by
structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/77? (Article
3.8,3.9)

8.1s it likely to have a significant effect
on the environment? (Article 3.5)

A Neighbourhood Pian could potentially
have an effect on the environment.
However, whether this is significant
depends on the proposals in the Plan. An
individual screening assessment of the
Neighbourhood Plan is required (see
Table 2)

The results of the preceding assessment indicate that, depending upon the content of a
Neighbourhood Plan, a Strategic Environmental Assessment may be required. For this
reason, Neighbourhood Plans should be assessed individually in order to determine their
likely significant effects on the environment. Therefore it was necessary to complete stage 2
of the SEA screening assessment.

The table below sets out the assessment against the Strategic Environmental Assessment
criteria for the Broadstairs & St. Peter’'s Neighbourhood Plan. This is to determine whether
the implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan will have a significant effect on the
environment. This criteria against which the screening is carried out are taken directly from
Annex Il of the European Union Directive 2001/42/EC (also known as the SEA Directive), as
required by Article 3(4), as outlined above.

The Issues and Options document for the Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan
(July 2017) has been used to undertake this screening assessment. If the conclusion of the
screening exercise is that a SEA is not required, any major changes to the existing policies
or introduction of new ones should be subject to a further screening assessment to ensure
that significant effects are not likely.



Table 2: SEA Screening Stage 2 — Assessment of Likelihood of Significant Effects on

the Environment

The degree to which the plan
or programme sets a
framework for projects and
other activities, either with
regard to the location,
nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocation of
resources

No

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan sets a
local policy framework for
development proposals. It
supports the implementation
of policies in the adopted
Thanet Local Plan 2006 and
the emerging Thanet Local
Plan which have already
been subject to SEA and
HRA as part of the
Sustainability Appraisal.

The degree to which the plan
or programme influences
other plans and programmes
including those in the
hierarchy

No

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan must be
in general conformity with the
Strategic Policies within the
adopted Thanet Local Plan
2006 and the emerging Local
Plan. It therefore supports
the implementation of higher
tier policies at the
neighbourhood level and, as
such, is not considered to
have a significant influence
on other plans and
programmes. Should a
project emerge from the
objectives this may need
further separate screening.

The relevance of the plan or
programme for the
integration of environmental
considerations in particular
with a view to promoting
sustainable development

No

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan
contributes to the
achievement of sustainable
development at the
neighbourhood level. Policies
set out in the plan protect
assets of local environmental
value, and provide locally
distinct planning policies to
protect them. The likelihood
of significant effects on the
environment is, therefore
minimised.

Environmental problems

No

Because of the scale of




relevant to the plan or
programme

development proposed in the
Neighbourhood Plan itself,
environmental impacts are
likely to be small. The plan
does not specifically allocate
sites for development.

The relevance of the plan or
programme for the
implementation of European
Community legislation on the
environment (e.g. plans and
programmes linked to waste
management or water
protection)

No

The Broadstairs & St. Peter’s
Neighbourhood Plan must be
in conformity with higher
level plans that comprise the
adopted Thanet Local Plan
2006 and the emerging Local
Plan. These have had regard
to European Community
legislation on the
environment. Consequently,
the policies of the
neighbourhood plan are not
considered to be relevant to
the implementation of EC
legislation.

The probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility of
the effects

No

The Plan policies are
designed to ensure that any
new development will be
sustainable and any
environmental impacts
minimised.

The cumulative nature of the
effects

No

The Neighbourhood Plan’s
policies are unlikely to have
significant cumulative
impacts on the local
environment.

The trans-boundary nature of
the effects

No

The policies in the
Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan are
unlikely to have significant
environmental impacts on
neighbouring areas.

The risks to human health or
the environment (e.g. due to
accidents)

No

No significant risks to human
health or the environment as
a result of the Plan’s policies
have been identified. The
plan is likely to improve
human health by improving
access to green
infrastructure and amenity
areas.

The magnitude and spatial
extent of the effects
(geographical area and size
of the population likely to be

No

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan is
concerned with development
within the neighbourhood




affected) area. The potential for
environmental impacts is
likely to be limited and
minimal.

The value and vulnerability of No The Broadstairs & St. Peter's

the area likely to be affected Neighbourhood Plan is

due to: unlikely to adversely affect

-special natural the value and vulnerability of

characteristics or cultural the area in relation to its

heritage; natural or cultural heritage or

-exceeded environmental areas and landscapes which

quality standards or limit have a recognised national,

values; Community or international

-intensive land use protection.

The effects on areas or In fact, its policies provide

landscapes which have a greater support to enhance

recognised national, the natural and cultural

Community or international assets of the area.

protection

On the basis of the SEA Screening Assessment set out in Table 2 above, the conclusion is
that the Broadstairs & St Peter's Neighbourhood Plan will not have significant effects in
relation to any of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and therefore
does not need to be subject to SEA.

The main reasons for this conclusion are:

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan supports the
implementation of policies in the adopted and emerging Thanet Local Plan
which have already been subject to SEA through the Sustainability Appraisal
and assessed as having no significant environmental effects.

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites for
development

The Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan is a iower tier plan in the
hierarchy of planning documents for the area, and therefore has limited
influence on other plans or programmes.

The plan is concerned with development at the neighbourhood level. Its
impacts are therefore unlikely to be strategic.

Through its policies, the Broadstairs & St Peter's Neighbourhood Plan seeks
to avoid or minimise negative environmental effects.




Section 2
Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report

In addition to the screening of the Neighbourhood Plan in relation to SEA, there is a
requirement to assess if the proposals within the Neighbourhood Plan could have an
adverse impact on internationally designated wildlife sites. The Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA) is required by the European Habitats Directive.

The HRA involves an assessment of any plan or project to establish if it has potential
implications for European wildlife sites. The HRA will consider if the proposals in the
Neighbourhood Plan have the potential to harm the habitats or species for which European
wildlife sites are designated. European-wildlife sites are often known as Natura 2000 sites
and include:

e Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under the Birds Directive
(79/409/EEC)

e Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the Habitats Directive
(92/43/EEC)

In addition to SPA and SAC sites Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar
Convention (Iran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 1992). Although they are not
covered by the Habitats Regulations, as a matter of Government Policy, Ramsar sites
should be treated in the same way as European wildlife sites. European wildlife sites and
Ramsar sites are collectively known as internationally designated wildlife sites.

The legislation sets out a process to assess the potential implications of a plan on
internationally designated sites. The first stage of this process is a ‘screening’ exercise
where the details of nearby internationally designated sites within a reasonable distance
from the Neighbourhood Plan Area are assessed to see if there is any potential for the
Neighbourhood Plan proposals to have an impact on the site. For the purposes of this HRA
screening assessment a ‘reasonable distance’ will be taken to be sites within 15km of the
designated Neighbourhood Plan Area.

For the HRA ‘screening’ assessment the Neighbourhood Plan Area was checked to see if
any Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation Sites, or Ramsar sites were
located within its area. The assessment also checked to see if any of these internationally
important sites were located within a 15km radius from the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
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Section 3
SEA and HRA Screening Conclusion

This report sets out the assessment of the need for the Broadstairs & St. Peter’s
Neighbourhood Plan to be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment as required by
the SEA Directive and Appropriate Assessment as required by the Habitats Directive.

The assessment of both these requirements has been undertaken on the Issues and
Options document for the Neighbourhood Plan which was published in July 2017. As such if
the content of the Neighbourhood Plan is significantly changed there may be the need for a
further screening exercise to be undertaken on any modified version of the Neighbourhood
Plan.

Strategic Environmental Assessment

In relation to the requirement for the Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan to be
subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment, it is concluded in the assessment set out in
Stages 1 and 2 above that the plan in its current form is unlikely to have significant
environmental effects and therefore SEA will not be required.

Habitats Regulations Assessment

HRAs published to date have typically considered European sites with a 15km radius around
the plan area. Using this approach of a 15km radius, based on the information available, it is
concluded that the Broadstairs & St. Peter's Neighbourhood Plan will not have an adverse
effect on the integrity of internationally designated sites either on its own or in combination
with other plans and therefore does not require a Habitat Regulation Assessment to be
undertaken.

11




Section 4
Next Stages

Strategic Environmental Assessment

The next stage will be to submit this Screening Report on the Broadstairs & St. Peter's
Neighbourhood Plan to the Statutory Consultees (Natural England, Environment Agency and
English Heritage). The Statutory Consultees will be asked to consider the Screening Report
and confirm if they consider an SEA is necessary or not. The consultation period will last for
five weeks.

If the Statutory Consultees advise that an SEA is necessary then a Sustainability Appraisal
will be carried out on the Neighbourhood Plan. The Sustainability Appraisal will integrate the
requirements of the SEA Regulations. This will ensure that the potential environmental
effects (the focus of the SEA) are given full consideration alongside social and
environmental issues. The Sustainability Appraisal will sit alongside the draft Neighbourhood
Plan when it goes out to formal consultation. It will also be submitted to the Local Planning
Authority when the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is submitted.

If it is concluded that the emerging neighbourhood plan will not require a full SEA, then it will
be necessary to publish the Statutory Consultee responses together with this screening
assessment on the Thanet District Council website and the Broadstairs and St. Peter's Town
Council website. In accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2015)
Amendment, a statement of reasons why an environmental assessment is not required will
need to be published and submitted to the Local Planning Authority with the proposed
Neighbourhood Plan.

Habitats Requlations Assessment

The next stage will also request Natural England to consider the screening assessment of
the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and to advise if a HRA is necessary or not. If
Natural England advises that a HRA is necessary then a HRA will be prepared and will sit
alongside the draft Neighbourhood Plan when it goes out to formal consultation. It will also
be submitted to the Local Planning Authority with the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.

12
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~Helen Johnson

From: Plan Cons Area Team (Sussex and Kent) (NE)
<PlanConsAreaTeamSussexandKent@defra.gsi.gov.uk>

Sent: 28 September 2017 19:13

To: Helen Johnson

Subject: (NE ref - 22451) Broadstairs and St Peter's Neighbourhood Plan SEA and HRA
Screening Report (Thanet)

Attachments: Broadstairs and St. Peter's NP SEA screening report..pdf

Dear Helen Johnson,

Please find attached our response to your consultation. A feedback form is also attached, should you wish
to provide us with feedback relating to our response to this application,

Yours sincerely,

Rebecca Bishop MRTPI
Adviser

Sustainable Development
Sussex & Kent Team

Natural England

Mail Hub Natural England,
County Hall,

Spetchiey Road,
Worcester

WR5 2NP

02080 266009
07823 667 549

www.naturalengiand.org.uk

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected
and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, | will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to
meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard.

From: Helen Johnson [mailto:Helen.Johnson @ THANET.GOV.UK]

Sent: 25 August 2017 14:50

To: Consultations (NE) <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>; KSLPlanning@environment-agency.gov.uk; 'e-
seast@historicengland.org.uk' <e-seast@historicengland.org.uk>

Cc: Twizell, Heather (NE) <Heather.Twizell@naturalengland.org.uk>; 'jennifer.wilson@environment-agency.gov.uk'
<jennifer.wilson@environment-agency.gov.uk>; 'Alan.Byrne@HistoricEngland.org.uk'
<Alan.Byrne@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; Jo Wadey <Jo.Wadey@THANET.GOV.UK>

Subject: Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening
Report




Good afterncon,

Please find attached the SEA and HRA Screening Report that has been undertaken using the Issues and Options
document for the Broadstairs and St Peter’s Neighbourhood Plan.

As a statutory consultee | would be grateful for receipt of your comments in relation to the screening report and
conclusions within the next 35 days (5 weeks).

Please can you copy Jo Wadey (email address above} into your reply as | am due to take annual leave.
If | can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Many thanks and kind regards
Helen

Helen Johnson

Applications and Neighbourhood Planning Officer
Thanet District Council

Direct Dial: 01843 577196

This email and any files transmitted with it may contain privileged or confidential information. It is intended
solely for the person to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy or delete
the content of this message immediately and notify the sender by reply email. Opinions, conclusions and
other information in this message that does not relate to the official business of Thanet District Council shall
be understood as neither given nor endorsed by the council.

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you
have no authority to use, disclose,

store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender.

Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within Defra
systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems.

Communications on Defra's computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective
operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.



Date: 28 September 2017
Ourref: 224513

Helen Johnson

Applications and Neighbourhood Planning Officer Hornbeam House
Thanet District Council Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
BY EMAIL ONLY CW16GJ

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Helen Johnson,
Broadstairs and St Peter's Neighbourhood Plan SEA and HRA Screening Report
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 25" August 2017.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment

Itis our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation (and in particular, that no
development sites are being allocated), that, in so far as our strategic environmental interests are
concerned (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes and protected species,
geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from
the proposed plan.

Neighbourhood Plan

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans in light of the SEA Directive is contained within
the National Planning Practice Guidance'. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the
production of an SEA, for instance where:

+a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

-the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan

*the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local



record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.

For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Rebecca Bishop on
02080 266009. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please
send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Rebecen Bishop

Rebecca Bishop MRTPI
Adviser

Sustainable Development
Sussex & Kent Team




’ Helen Johnson

From: KSLPlanning <KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk>

Sent: 04 September 2017 10:53

To: Helen Johnson

Cc: Jo Wadey; Wilson, Jennifer

Subject: RE: Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats
Regulations Assessment Screening Report

Attachments: Neighbourhood Plan Guidance for Parish.pdf; GVZ.pdf; IS.pdf; SPZ.pdf

Dear Helen,

Thank you for consulting us on the Broadstairs & St Peter's Neighbourhood Plan SEA and HRA Screening
Report.

We have no major concerns with the proposed area however, the plan developers should be made aware of the
environmental constraints in the area (see attached maps) and the attached “Planning for the environment at the
neighbourhood level”. We note that no reference has been made to groundwater in the Issues and Options Report,
this may need to be considered.

Due the sensitivity of the groundwater in the locality and taking into consideration the requirements of the Water
Framework Directive we would like to see reference made to this environment in future NHP documents This will
ensure that the policies within the NHP help protect and, where feasible, improve the condition of the groundwater.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,

Samantha Watts

Planning Advisor, Sustainable Places

Environment Agency | Orchard House, Endeavour Park, London Road, Addington, Kent, ME19 5SH

kslplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk
External: 020 847 48022

Creating a better place
for people and wildlife

To report environmental crime e-mail Intelligence ksl@environment-agency.gov.uk or Call Crimestoppers

anonymously, ) .. Crimestoppers is an independent charity (no. 1108687)

Please consider the environment before printing this email At the Environment Agency we encourage people to turn off lights in rooms when they
leave and not to use lights in naturally well-lit rooms.

From: Helen Johnson [mailto:Helen.Johnson@THANET.GOV.UK]

Sent: 25 August 2017 14:50

To: 'consultations@naturalengland.org.uk' <consultations@naturalengland.org.uk>; KSLPLANNING

<KSLPLANNING @environment-agency.gov.uk>; 'e-seast@bhistoricengland.org.uk' <e-seast@historicengland.org.uk>
Cc: Twizell, Heather (NE) (Heather. Twizell@naturalengland.org.uk) <Heather.Twizell@naturalengland.org.uk>;
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Wilson, Jennifer <jennifer.wilson@environment-agency.gov.uk>; 'Alan.Byrne@HistoricEngland.org.uk’
<Alan.Byrne@HistoricEngland.org.uk>; Jo Wadey <Jo.Wadey@THANET.GOV.UK>

Subject: Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening
Report

Good afternoon,

Please find attached the SEA and HRA Screening Report that has been undertaken using the Issues and Options
document for the Broadstairs and St Peter’s Neighbourhood Plan.

As a statutory consultee | would be grateful for receipt of your comments in relation to the screening report and
conclusions within the next 35 days (5 weeks).

Please can you copy Jo Wadey (email address above) into your reply as | am due to take annual leave.
If | can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Many thanks and kind regards
Helen

Helen Johnson

Applications and Neighbourhood Planning Officer
Thanet District Council

Direct Dial: 01843 577196

This email and any files transmitted with it may contain privileged or confidential information. It is intended
solely for the person to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy or delete
the content of this message immediately and notify the sender by reply email. Opinions, conclusions and
other information in this message that does not relate to the official business of Thanet District Council shall
be understood as neither given nor endorsed by the council.

This message has been scanned and no issues were discovered.
Click here to report this email as spam

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you
have received this message by mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it
and do not copy it to anyone else.

We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check
any attachment before opening it.

We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the
Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for litigation. Email messages and
attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be accessed by
someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.

Click here to report this email as spam
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Planning for the environment
at the neighbourhood level

The Environment Agency, English Heritage, Forestry Commission and Natural England are the statutory
environmental bodies that deliver the Government's work to protect and improve the natural, built and
historic environment.

Neighbourhood planning is a new way for communities to shape the future of the places where they live
and work. This advice note is for community groups and parish / town councils starting work on a
neighbourhood plan, neighbourhood development order, or Community Right to Build Order. It covers:

+ ideas on how to improve your local environment through neighbourhood planning
¢ where to go for information about your local environment
e information on environmental assessment

s when to consult us.

Starting points for thinking about your local environment

The first point of contact for any neighbourhood planning is your local authority (council). Drawing up a
neighbourhood plan is an exciting opportunity to think about improving your local environment.

You could protect and improve environmental assets and places valued by local people such as
archaeology, historic buildings, green spaces, Local Nature Reserves, and Registered Parks and
Gardens. This could include maintaining sites and their heritage assets, promoting the repair and re-use

of redundant historic buildings, opening up new opportunities for recreation, access and leisure, and
designating Local Green Spaces.
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Improving local heritage within the community

Arnos Vale is a 45-acre cemetery in the centre of Bristol and is one of
the best examples of a Victorian ‘Arcadian’ garden cemetery.
Opened in 1839, it remains a working cemetery and also a heritage
attraction and highly valued green space. The cemetery was passed
to the Arnos Vale Cemetery Trust in 2003 after falling into decay and
closing. Investment was secured from Heritage Lottery Fund, English
Heritage and other charitable funders and matched in volunteer
hours. Since then the restoration programme has restored some of
the listed buildings and monuments, and the Estate is now well
managed with habitats and wildlife conserved. Visitor facilities
together with learning and interpretation resources have been
. developed to promote the history, landscape and biodiversity of the
site.

Did you know? Local Authorities maintain a Historic Environment Record (often available online) with
details of all designated heritage assets and other known archaeological sites, historic buildings,
landscapes and sites of local value.

You could identify opportunities for new green spaces or improvements to public space through
new development. This could include linking open spaces to make ‘green corridors’ for people and
wildlife, planting trees, or making improvements to local waterways. You could also encourage good
design to ensure that new development reflects and complements the character of the area.

Adapting to climate risks and creating green space

Mayesbrook Park in East London is a 45 hectare park built in
the 1930s, which has been designated as a Local Nature
Reserve and Local Wildlife Site. Underused and in an area of
high social deprivation, it was in a poor condition. Local
‘partners and the community worked together to redevelop the
site as a Climate Change Park, to help the local community
protect themselves from the effects of climate change. Works
including river restoration, wetland creation and tree planting
are underway. These improvements will reduce flood risk to
homes, create high quality habitat for wildlife, and provide an
education and recreation resource. The planned
improvements will also help to cool the air, and provide clean
water and shade.

Did you know? Green spaces can attract investment. Public funding of £425,000 in Portland Basin
Green Business Park secured over £1.8 million of private investment due to landscaping improvements
(CLES, 2007). Many local authorities have green infrastructure plans that tell you more about local
green spaces and practical ways to make the most of them.
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You could help your area to manage environmental risks and improve its resilience to climate change
through neighbourhood planning. By highlighting local problems and developing polices for land use,
you could help your community to manage the risk of flooding by providing landscaping to manage and
store water, and by promoting the use of sustainable drainage systems. Planting trees helps to create
green spaces can store water, and provide shade for people and wildlife.

Did you know? 3.8 million properties could be susceptible to surface water flooding in England and
Wales, including around one million also at risk from rivers or the sea.

You could also help your community save money through sustainable construction. Neighbourhood
planning is an opportunity for communities to encourage efficient water and waste management systems
in new buildings, and use locally sourced wood fuel for heating. You could also help to promote the use
of wood and recycled materials in construction, and encourage energy efficiency measures for new
builds. These measures will reduce the cost of construction for developers and help to reduce utility bills
for those using the building. This will also help the environment by reducing emissions and improving air
quality.

Did you know? Every cubic metre of wood used as a substitute for other building materials saves
around two tonnes of carbon dioxide.
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Where to go for information about your local environment

Information held by your local authority and used in the preparation of Local Plans is often the starting
point for neighbourhood plans or orders (depending on how relevant and up to date the information is).
Your local authority will be able to advise you further on this.

Other useful information may be available from local environmental records centres, the Historic
Environment Record Centres or local environmental and amenity groups. You can also access a range
of information and maps about the local environment on the following websites — see:

What's in your backyard?: Provides access to environmental data at a local level

www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/37793.aspx

Your Right to Know: Public Registers of environmental permits and licences

www?2.environment-agency.gov.uk/epr/

Natural Engiand: Publications, maps and data on the natural environment

www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/default.aspx

Nature on the map: Maps about nature, including the location of designated sites

www.natureonthemap.naturalengland.org.uk

Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside: Interactive map of environmental
information

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/

The Land Information Search: Map based tool on land designations or features

www.forestry.qov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunigue/infd-6dfkmn

English Heritage: Finding and managing your local historic environment

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/, www.heritagegateway.org.uk and www.helm.org.uk/

Data on the historic environment (Heritage Counts, Heritage at Risk):

http://hc.english-heritage.org.uk/ & http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/

Guidance on heritage and community-led planning: www.helm.org.uk/communityplanning




Publication code: GEHO0212BWAZ-E-E

Environmental assessment

Neighbourhood plans may require a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) or a Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA). Neighbourhood plans could also lead to the need for a Sustainability
Appraisal (incorporating SEA) and/or a HRA to be carried out on any significant amendments made to
the relevant Local Plan. Neighbourhood development orders may require a more detailed Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA). Your local authority will be the first point of contact for discussions on
environmental assessment and will be able to advise whether such assessments will need to be carried
out. This will depend on whether the plan or order is likely to result in significant environmental risks.

The Environment Agency, Natural England and English Heritage are statutory consultees in England for
SEA and EIA. Natural England is a statutory consultee for HRA and may be involved in providing data
and information. In most cases it is likely that information from appraisals of Local Plans will be used in
neighbourhood planning, depending on how up to date it is. Further information on environmental
assessments is available at: www.pas.gov.uk/pas/core/page.do?pageld=152450

When to consult us

Your local authority will be your first point of contact, as your neighbourhood plan or development order
will need to reflect the character and strategic elements of the Local Plan. In some cases you may be
advised by your local authority to consult us prior to submitting your plan or order, as there may be
particular risks relating to heritage or the natural environment which require our expertise.

As a guide, you may need to consult us if your plan or order concerns the following issues:
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