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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

2009 - 2010
At the Annual Council Meeting on Monday 16th May 2009, I had the honour of being appointed the Mayor and Chairman of Broadstairs & St. Peter’s Town Council. During my Civic Year, my husband David and I have had the privilege of both representing and promoting Broadstairs & St. Peter’s at numerous Civic, Public and Private functions throughout Kent.

During those many visits, I have met many truly wonderful and inspirational people and had the privilege of escorting the Lord Lieutenant of Kent on the ‘St. Peter’s Village Tour’ when they were awarded ‘The Queens Award for Voluntary Service’.

My nominated Charity for the Civic Year was ‘Hearing Dogs for Deaf People’ and throughout my year in office I raised £3,000 towards the training costs of a black Labrador called ‘Brandy’. I have also given meaningful donations to fifteen local organisations, including a newly formed group who are fundraising for a campaign to replace and upgrade the playground facilities in Memorial Park.
Two new events were introduced during 2009, the ‘Broadstairs Victorians Summer Weekend’ and the ‘Broadstairs Food Festival, both of which were supported and sponsored by the Town Council. It is hoped that they will both become part of the annual calendar of events that go to make our town ‘Busy Broadstairs’.

During my term of office, the Town Council has financially supported a number of initiatives to enhance the local scene and amenities for both residents and tourists alike. Including the installation of replacement LED decorative lighting to the light columns, new pedestrian signage in a traditional design more in keeping with the general street scene and the extension to the opening hours of the public toilets within Albion Road car park.

Kent County Council Highway Department have completed all three phases of the approved Town Centre Traffic Plan, including enhanced signage and revised traffic priorities at the Queens Road and Charlotte Street junctions, which will reduce the traffic speed to the bottom end of the High Street and help relieve traffic congestion in Albion Street.

Despite the disappointment of not receiving the second stage grant from the ‘Big Lottery Fund’ the Town Council remains committed to making a substantial financial contribution towards the construction of a new community centre in Pierremont Park. The centre will replace Retort House, Park Hall and the Age Concern building. The Trust leading the project will continue to explore alternative ways to source funds and are currently working with a number of fund providers including a prominent Charitable Trust.

The final draft edition of the ‘Broadstairs and St. Peter’s Town Design Statement’ has been approved by the Town Plan Working Party and is currently in the statutory consultation period. Once adopted, the document will become a ‘Supplementary Planning Document’ to the ‘Local Development Framework’ and will be available to architects, developers and individuals with the aim of protecting the charm and unique character of Broadstairs & St. Peter’s.

The Town Council has agreed to replace the transverse decorative lighting in the High Street with LED lit filigree designs incorporating central chandelier features, which will be installed for the coming season.

Finally, the Town Council has agreed to fund a memorial to Sir Edward Heath, the Former Prime Minster and Elder Statesman, who was born and raised in St. Peter’s and never forgot his roots.  The location and exact nature of the memorial is yet to be agreed.

Cllr. Mavanne (Mave) Saunders

Chairman of the Council and Mayor of Broadstairs & St. Peter’s

(Term of Office 16th May 2009 until 17th May 2010) 
ANNUAL REPORT

1.
Structure of Council.
A total of forty-four committee, sub committee and working party meetings were held during the Town Council’s civic year that ran from the 18th May 2009 until the 17th May 2010. The Full Council, which consists of fifteen elected councillors representing five wards, held seven public meetings during the year which included the statutory ‘Annual Council Meeting’ when the incoming Mayor is elected. 

The Finance and General Purpose’s committee, which reports to full council, held seven public meetings during the year.

The Planning Committee, which also reports to full council, held seventeen public meetings during the civic year and processed over 244 planning applications [27% decrease over the previous year] ranging from minor extensions to major developments. The committee also considered 58 applications for works to protected trees ranging from light pruning and pollarding to fell and removal. There were five planning applications that were of significant interest to the electorate: These included 6 North Foreland Road, 69 High Street Broadstairs, 15 Granville Road, the Hereson School site and Cherry Trees in Callis Court Road. 

The Town Forum, which has a remit to help maintain and improve the quality of life for both residents and visitors, meets four times a year. The Forum whose members include civic leaders, local community business representatives, event organisers, public service officers, local government officers, and charitable organisations has become a very successful medium for networking, information exchange and building a working relationship with the Town Council: Every member at the meeting has an opportunity to raise, report and discuss any matter or issue relating to the local community.

The Statutory Annual Town Assembly is convened once a year during March, at the Broadstairs Pavilion, to provide the electorate with the opportunity to receive an up-date on the Town Council’s business activities. The general public also have an opportunity to ask or submit written questions relating to any Broadstairs community matter or service. 

The remaining meetings were convened by the sub-committees and working parties that meet to discuss and resolve matters relating to leisure and tourism, Culmer’s land, staff management and welfare, town plan and town design statement, internal audit review, and the annual asset and budget review.

Additional local community gatherings include the annual Civic Service and Remembrance Day.

2. Finance. 

The precept levy for the fiscal year 2009 – 2010 was £211,045 which equates to a Band D council tax increase of 7.1%. [i.e. from £20.25 to £21.69; an average increase of £1.44p per household per year]. 

The precept together with an additional income of £41,164 amounted to a total annual income of £252,209. This additional income is raised from rents received from the users of Park Hall and the Council Chamber, Culmer’s allotment tenants and the Bandstand kiosk licensee; together with contributions from local businesses towards the summer entertainment programme, bank interest and the receipt of various grants.

The total annual income paid for the Town Council’s general administration which includes accommodation, town promotion, ‘Broadstairs in Bloom’, community and customer services, allotment services, planning services, financial legal and audit services, projects and the annual mayoralty. [Refer to pie chart page 15]

3. Town Promotion [Leisure and Tourism]
Broadstairs & St. Peter’s are fortunate to have many groups and organisations who seek to promote the town, boost the local economy and improve the quality of life for both residents and visitors. The Town Council works with and supports many of these organisations and will, if requested, appoint a Councillor to their committee and/or consider requests for civic and leisure and tourism grants.

The Council provided another successful spring and summer season entertaining the local community and attracting thousands of visitors to the Town. The entertainment included Bandstand Concerts, traditional Punch and Judy, local walks and talks, the Italian Easter Market, and the ever-popular late evening firework displays over Viking Bay. 
The Bandstand at Victoria Gardens, the surrounding arena and the retail kiosk located within the arena are all managed by the Town Council. The Kiosk licensee also provides a valuable service to the Town by assisting with the Bandstand operational management plus providing additional entertainment throughout the spring, summer and early autumn period. The licence to operate the kiosk goes out to tender once every three years: The current retailer’s licence expired at the end of September 2009 and, after a formal tender process, the new licensee was appointed and commenced operation from Easter 2010 after a major refurbishment of the kiosk. 

‘Busy Broadstairs’, the Town’s annual events diary, continues to be very popular; now with a production run and distribution of 20,000 copies. The new bolder, brighter and more professional looking events diary, which was launched in February 2008, has been well received by the local community, advertisers and visitors.

The local community and visitors are kept informed of the Towns activities via the Council’s web-site, the quarterly Broadstairs Bulletin, seventeen public information boards, editorials and announcements in the local press and the local radio stations. The web-site also promotes the town world-wide and European links are forged, via the town’s active Twinning Association, with the French Town of Wattignies.

Mr John Myhill, the appointed Town Crier, will offer a free service and publicly announce throughout the year any organisation’s forthcoming leisure and/or civic event. The Town Crier is also available for private hire, at a reasonable cost, subject to the Town Clerk’s approval. 

Major events and activities supported by the Town Council include Folk Week, Dickens Week, November 5th Family Event, Bowls Tournament, Sea Sunday and the St Peter’s Village Tour. A total of £23,600 was allocated, as grants, to the following leisure and tourism organisations during 2009 – 2010.
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Town promotion projects include the annual ‘Broadstairs-in-Bloom’ campaign, the Easter Italian Market, the on-going decorative lighting project and the ‘Town Trail’. [Six Town Trail interpretation boards were re-designed, manufactured and installed before the 2009 summer season]. 

4. Decorative Lighting Project.

Unfortunately the popular ‘Mistletoe’ motifs that adorned the Viking Bay promenade lamp columns were being destroyed by the harsh cliff top winds. In January 2009, they were all taken down and returned to the supplier where the breaks, fractures and materials were inspected and stress tested. Blachere Illumination’s conclusion reported that the motifs were not fit for purpose and were subsequently part exchanged for white light braids coiled around the top of the lamp columns. These new decorative lighting braids were installed during September 2009. 

In February 2009 the Town Council received a grant of £4,125, from Kent County Council, towards the cost of providing floodlights to illuminate Viking Bay. The floodlights, which help create a safer evening environment, have been mounted on arms approximately one metre in length extending out over the bay on all the Promenade lamp columns between the beach lift and the main stairs adjacent to the Royal Albion Hotel. The downward pointing floodlights, that now illuminate the cliff face, lower promenade and beach have been well received by both visitors and the local community. 

The Town Council has also approved the structural analysis of the lamp columns that align Victoria Parade adjacent to the ‘Lillyputt Minigolf’. The analysis will determine if the columns are capable of taking the additional static load and wind stress of festoon garland decorative lighting; if acceptable it is hoped that the new white lights will be installed and working for the 2010 summer season.

It was approved, by the Town Council, on Monday 26th April 2010, that the Broadstairs High Street transverse decorative lights be part exchanged for new lights. It is expected that the new lights, after structural testing of the support brackets, will be installed an working for the 2010 summer season.

5. 2009 Broadstairs-in-Bloom.

Broadstairs & St Peter’s Town Council in partnership with Thanet District Council once again agreed to financially support the ‘Broadstairs in Bloom’ campaign. A grant provided by the Town Council and Thanet District Council together with income from sponsors and the hire of the flower baskets pays for the cost of the campaign.

Broadstairs-in-Bloom commissions the planting, watering, maintenance and the repair of a variety of tubs, planters, boats and other containers located around the town, promenade and villages. The 2009 Broadstairs in Bloom campaign was very successful as it did not experience the severe water shortages and the subsequent hose pipe restrictions previously imposed by Southern Water.  
6. Working in Partnership.
Mockett’s Wood: The Town Council took over the freehold of Mockett’s Wood from the District Council during February 2001. This area of natural woodland, located between Hopeville Avenue and Northdown Road in St Peter’s, was saved by the Town Council from possible development and is now maintained in partnership with the ‘Friends of Mockett’s Wood’ as a nature reserve and public amenity space for all the community to enjoy.

Culmer’s Allotments and Amenity Land: The Town Council signed a 20 year lease for the land from ‘Thanet Parochial Charities’ [now CT10 Charities] in October 1992 and prevented the allotments and the public amenity open space from a proposed housing development. The Council maintains the public amenity space and continues to manage, in partnership with the Culmer’s Allotments Tenants’ Association, over 100 allotments of various sizes.

The Town Council, working in partnership with Thanet District Council, operates the District Council’s Service Centre at Pierremont Hall which acts as a focal point for residents that wish to communicate with the Town and/or District Council. The facilities include a public reception area, an internal postal network, various information leaflets and application forms, an intranet service linked to other local authorities, internal telephone link, and a video conferencing facility that are all offered free of charge.

The ‘Town Forum’, which meets four times a year, is a very successful medium for networking, information exchange and building working relationships with the Town Council. The Forum members, that include representatives from most of the local community organisations, have a remit to help maintain and improve the quality of life for both residents and visitors to the Town. [All Broadstairs community and event organisations may apply to join]. 

The Town Council presents two awards, the ‘Millennium Cup’ and the ‘Mayoress Cup’, at the statutory annual council meetings held at the Broadstairs Pavilion. At the meeting held on the 17th May 2010 the incoming Mayor, Cllr Bill Peppiatt MBE, presented the ‘Millennium Cup’ to Mr Ian Dale for his extensive voluntary work in the local community and the ‘Mayoress Cup’ to the ‘Broadstairs Victorians’ for their valued work promoting the Town. [The ‘Millennium Cup’ is presented annually to a person or persons who, in the opinion of the Town Council, has made a significant contribution to promoting both Broadstairs and St Peter’s; the Mayoress Cup is awarded to an organisation or group].
Broadstairs community groups may apply for civic grants during September. The 2009/10 total fund of £5,600 was allocated to the following organisations. The Twinning Association, Citizens Advice Bureau, The Broadstairs Society, Broadstairs Tree Warden, Try Angle Awards, Friends of Mockett’s Wood, Age Concern, Male Voice Choir, St Andrew’s Youth Club, Pipeline and the Reflections Group for the Blind.

7.  Town Design Statement.

The ‘Broadstairs and St Peter’s Design Statement’ has been produced, after two years of research, with the help and support of local historians, Thanet District Council, Kent County Council, Architects and Town Planners, the ‘Broadstairs Society’, the ‘Broadstairs Conservation Area Advisory Group’ and many members of our local community and provides advice and guidance to land and property owners, architects and developers.

The document provides a detailed guide to the character of the Town and its Parishes and sets out the specific nature of the buildings and landscapes which make our Town distinctive. By setting guidelines for sustainable new development, the preservation of our open spaces, enhancing and complementing the built environment, and safeguarding our protected areas, street scenes and vistas it is expected that this document will protect and enhance our open spaces and built environment to the benefit of our community, visitors and future generations.  
The final section refers to a future vision dealing with regeneration and social, economic, and environmental well-being which starts with an overview reminding us that during 2007; the Guardian readers and a panel of experts voted Broadstairs as the second best seaside town in the whole of the UK and Ireland, and at the end of 2008 St Peter’s was highly commended, by Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards, as one of two runners up in the category of Best Tourism Destination in the World.

It is therefore also considered vital to our local economy that Broadstairs and St Peter’s builds on these tourism accolades so that our position as a popular and vibrant tourism destination is maintained and the area continues to be promoted as a pleasant place to live, work and visit.
The document was launched at the Annual Town Assembly on Monday 17th May 2010; it is expected that all consultation will be completed within 3 months.

8. Quality Status.

The ‘Quality Status’ scheme for Parish and Town Councils was launched by central government in 2003, with the aim of providing a benchmark minimum standard for towns and parishes across the country. 

The Town Council gained ‘Quality Status’ on the 8th December 2006. The certificate was formally presented to the Council, by Mr Paul Carter Leader of Kent County Council, at the Town Forum on the 15th January 2007. [The award is valid for four years; the Council will need to re-apply in 2010]. 

The benefits of becoming a Quality Town Council include having a greater credibility in the eyes of local residents, a stronger working relationship with the principal authorities, and the potential to provide improved and additional services to the local community.

9. 
Town Centre Traffic Plan.

During 2002, the Town Council commissioned Babtie to produce a town centre ‘Scoping Study’ with the aim and objectives to reduce personal injury crashes, to increase pedestrian footfall in the lower High Street, to reduce traffic congestion, to reduce vehicle speeds, to improve pedestrian safety and to create a less polluted environment. After a two year consultation period with the emergency services, public services, businesses, traders and the electorate, Kent County Council considered the scheme and agreed to implement the project in three stages.

The first stage: The widening of the pavement at the narrow section of the highway located at the lower end of the High Street, to improve pedestrian safety, was completed during January 2005. The project has been well received by the local community. 

The second stage: The town centre traffic calming 20 mph speed zone was completed during October 2006.  This second phase which included warning signage, road markings, kerb build-outs and speed humps has been received with mixed reactions.

The third stage was completed in three phases from April 2009. Phase 1 included improvements to the lower High Street, Charlotte Street and John Street and was completed during May 2009. The second phase included amendments to Albion Street was completed in October 2009 and the final phase, to implement a change to the traffic priority at the Queen’s Road junction, was completed in February 2010. 

10.
Broadstairs and St Peter’s Community Centre.

Due to the programmed closure of ‘Retort House’ [Broadstairs Youth and Leisure Centre], Park Hall and Age Concern, the Town Council continues to support the proposed construction of a much needed single replacement community centre located in Pierremont Park. Thanet District Council has agreed that all three buildings can continue to operate until all the required permissions and funds have been received and construction is ready to commence. 

As a result of public and stakeholder consultation, the replacement community centre project changed direction during 2006 with the Trust now providing facilities for ‘Age Concern’. To also meet the concerns of the local community regarding loss of trees and park land, the community centre plans have been revised, re-positioning the building further north by demolishing the Test Centre and the wooden structure attached to Pierremont Hall. Most of the footprint currently taken up by ‘Age Concern’ will revert back to parkland. The full planning application was approved in July 2008.

Unfortunately, in January 2009, the Broadstairs and St Peter’s Community Centre Trust was informed that their application for a £450,000 grant from the ‘Big Lottery Fund’ had been turned down. The Trustees continue to source funds to make up the shortfall; however, if the total funds are not realised, the Trust will continue the project seeking design and material savings, a staged development, or alternatively will consider constructing a smaller community centre.

11. 
Culmer’s Allotments.

The Town Council continues to manage, with the support of the Culmer’s Allotments Tenant’s Association, the allotments and the adjacent public amenity area. Water supply, grass cutting, weed control, tree, path, gate, public benches and fence maintenance are all provided by the Town Council as a service to tenants, visitors and the local community. There are over 100 plots of varying size available to the local electorate; all are currently occupied with at least a two year waiting list for new applicants. 

The Culmer’s Allotments Tenants’ Association [CATA] was formed as a self help, not-for-profit organisation with the aim of improving the tenants’ working environment, bulk buying, tool sharing, raising funds and expanding their social activities. The Association successfully managed to raise sufficient funds, through grant applications and the sale of their produce, to install a storage/tool shed and an eco friendly toilet on the allotments which were officially opened by the Mayor Cllr Fullarton during August 2006; unfortunately, soon afterwards they were destroyed by arsonists.

During January 2008, the District and Town Council installed a new high security fence around the perimeter of the allotments to help prevent these continuing attacks of arson, theft and anti-social behaviour and CATA raised, once again, sufficient funds to purchase and install a new concrete storage and toilet building. These replacement facilities were officially opened by Cllr Hayton, Deputy Chairman of Kent County Council during August 2009.

12. 
Mockett’s Wood.

Mockett’s Wood is an area of natural woodland, located between Hopeville Avenue and Northdown Road in St Peter’s, which is owned by the Broadstairs and St Peter’s Town Council. The Council has approved that this land will be kept and maintained as a public amenity open space. The ‘Friend’s of Mockett’s Wood’, with financial support from the Town Council, provide a valuable service to the community by managing tree, path, gate, land and boundary maintenance together with planting, raising funds, and keeping it safe for all to enjoy.

13. 
Communication.
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Communicating with the electorate is an essential element of the Town Council’s business activities; it is also mandatory to gain ‘Quality Status’.

The public can attend and speak on any agenda item at full Council or the Council’s committees and may raise any question at the Annual Town Assembly.

To aid communication, the Council owns and maintains seventeen public information boards that are strategically located in the town and surrounding villages and includes a three metre long, double sided notice board located at the Westwood Cross shopping centre. During the year, a replacement notice board was installed in St Peter’s adjacent to the Church and additional boards were installed at Dumpton Gap and Kingsgate.

The Council’s leading communication document is the Annual Report that’s available from public buildings and the Town Council’s web-site. The ‘Busy Broadstairs’ events diary is produced annually and the Broadstairs Bulletin is produced quarterly. Other means of communication include the Town Forum, web-site, and the public drop in centre that’s located at Pierremont Hall which is open Monday to Friday from 9.00 a.m. until 2.00 p.m. 

To combat local problems and issues associated with crime, disorder, vandalism and anti social behaviour two ‘PACT’ [Police and Communities Together] groups have been set up. These groups, which regularly meet in St Peter’s and Central Broadstairs, have been formed as a channel for intelligence gathering, public meetings, and Police liaison. All members of the community are invited to attend and dates of meetings are announced on the town’s public information boards and the Kent Police web-site.

The Town Council’s new interactive web site, that meets the revised ‘Quality Status’ requirements, was officially launched during December 2008. The new site, which has been well received, provides the electorate and visitors with a wealth of information relating to the council’s business and civic activities, the Mayoralty, leisure and tourism and local events. 

14.  
Forward to 2010 - 2011.
Pierremont Park Community Centre:
The Broadstairs and St Peter’s Community Centre Trust will continue to seek funds for the construction of the new facility.  

Decorative Lighting:
[i] Decorative lighting Braids, that will replace the motifs fitted to the lamp columns, will be installed in the Autumn 2009 ready for Christmas.

[ii] The Town Council is also investigating the feasibility of installing festoon garland decorative lighting on the lamp columns that align Victoria Parade adjacent to the ‘Lillyputt Minigolf’.

[iii] The Council has approved that replacement High Street transverse decorative lights be purchased and installed before the start of the 2010 summer season. 

Memorial Plaques:
The Town Council has approved that three memorial blue plaques, commemorating the late Sir Edward Heath, are to be installed at his childhood home in Albion Road, the Broadstairs Sailing Club and the Grand Mansions. 

Town Design Statement:

Public Consultation is expected to be completed by September 2010. 
Assets and Services:
Under the auspices of becoming a ‘Quality Town Council’ councillors will continue to consider and determine if any asset or service, currently being provided by the District or County Council, could be improved or enhanced under the control of the Town Council.

Quality Status: 

The Town Council approved to re-apply for quality status.

Local Elections:

It is expected that local elections will take place during May 2011. 

Broadstairs & St. Peter’s Town Council would welcome any feedback concerning this annual report.  Please submit any questions or observations regarding the content of this report, in writing, to the Town Clerk at:

Broadstairs & St. Peter’s Town Council Office

Pierremont Hall

Broadstairs 

CT10 1JX.  




e-mail.  town.clerk@broadstairs.gov.uk
APPENDIX A

BROADSTAIRS AND ST. PETER’S TOWN COUNCILLORS
Cllr 
Paul 


ARCHARD


01843 861030

Cllr 
Robert 

BAYFORD


01843 869506

Cllr 
Crispin 

CROTTY


01843 600730

Cllr   
John


FULLARTON


01843 597638

Cllr 
Ian 


GREGORY


01843 579098

Cllr  
William [Bill]

HAYTON


01843 591529

Cllr 
David 


LAWSON


01843 604560

Cllr   
William [Bill]

PEPPIATT MBE

01843 862107

Cllr 
Judith


RUSSELL


01843 860855

Cllr 
David


SAUNDERS


01843 864046

Cllr 
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01843 864046       

Cllr  
Jason


SAVAGE


01843 602834

Cllr 
Tim


SEED



01843 869215

Cllr  
Christopher

WELLS


01843 601117

Cllr  
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WILTSHIRE


01843 861562

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICERS
Roy 

DEXTER MBA, MIET
Town Clerk.

Victoria
JENKINS BA

Senior Administrator.
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CLEVERLEY

Mayor’s Secretary and Administrator.
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CHAPPELL

Administrative Assistant.
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TAYLOR

Town Sergeant & Mayor’s Attendant.

CONTACT INFORMATION
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01843 866048
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town.clerk@broadstairs.gov.uk
Mayor@broadstairs.gov.uk
Website:
www.broadstairs.gov.uk
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Income and Cost of Services

Where the money came from.

The Precept levied for 2009 – 2010 was £211,045. Lettings and rents include revenue received from the Bandstand Kiosk licensee, allotment tenants, and the hire of Park Hall and the Council Chamber. The Council also received a goodwill payment from Thanet Safe due to the transfer of business from the Town Council, and received a small income from bank deposit interest and photocopying charges.
The Town Council, during 2009 – 2010 also received the following grants and donations from various organisations, individuals and Councillors. These included donations towards the production of ‘Busy Broadstairs’, firework displays and the summer entertainment programme; and grants towards Park Hall roof repairs, the St Peter’s Christmas decorative lights, the Town ‘Design Statement’ and the annual ‘Broadstairs in Bloom’ campaign. 
Where the money was spent. [Including Broadstairs-in-Bloom].
The Town Council has the power and duty to help boost the local economy and to promote Broadstairs and St Peter’s as a tourism destination. Town Promotion spend includes the summer entertainment programme, firework displays, decorative lighting, the provision of leisure and tourism grants, the Town Trail and the services of the appointed Town Crier. Broadstairs-in-Bloom is an annual campaign that helps enhance the appearance of the Town during the summer season. 

The Mayoralty, which provides a valued service to the community, also helps promote Broadstairs and St Peter’s further afield including our French neighbour’s via the Twinning with Wattignies; a suburb of Lille.   
Customer, visitor and community services include the provision of the Pierremont Hall drop in Service Centre, the Park Hall community centre and the use of the Council Chamber. Other services include providing civic grants, maintaining the Town Council’s web site, arranging and holding civic events, publishing the Annual Report, the quarterly ‘Broadstairs Bulletin’, the ‘Busy Broadstairs’ events diary, maintaining the towns seventeen public notice boards and the preservation of Mockett’s Wood for the community.

The Town Council provides allotment services to the community. The expenditure includes renting the land from ‘CT10 Parochial Charities’ and the cost of land management. 
Broadstairs and St Peter’s Town Council is a statutory consultee on all planning and tree work applications. The Council’s planning services include holding regular public meetings where the electorate may make representations. The planning committee reviews all applications and makes recommendations to the District Council’s planning department and, if necessary, requests that any contentious application be presented to the District’s planning committee for further consideration.

The Town Clerk, who is also the Responsible Financial Officer, acts as the Town Council’s accountant and ensures that the financial and audit services meet the requirements of the Audit Commission.

The Council’s accommodation includes the renting of the offices at Pierremont Hall, Business Rates, service charges, maintenance, utility charges and burglar alarms.

There were a number of projects in progress during the year that included decorative lighting, Viking Bay floodlighting, the town centre Traffic Plan, the re-placement Community Centre, replacement town trail boards, repair of the ‘The Highlander’, an investigation into taking over some assets and services, the ‘Power of Well Being’, the ‘Town Design Statement’, memorial plaques to the late Oliver Postgate and Sir Edward Heath and the Bandstand kiosk refurbishment.
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